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Artifl:s>  or  Students 
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'  f 

I  N 

ASTROLOGIE. 

Gentlemen, 

Hat  I  was  not  cafily  perfwaded  to 
fpcak  in  publique  oi  the  enfuing 
argument,  fome  dfyour  felves,wbo 
importuned  me  thereunto,  cantefti- 
fie.  But  how  much  more  averfe  I 
ever  have  been  from  expofing  my 
thoughts  in  print  to  the  common 
view  and  ccnfure  of  all  men,  many  other  very  well 
know.  Among  other  reafons,’  thefe  clpecially  moved 
me .  T  he  world  is  overcharged  with  an  infiipportable 
number  of  books;  and  B^tkmigks  daily  udd  unto  the 

A  2  burden; 

i 


burden  :  Scrihlmui  inioSli  1  have  obferveef 

alfo  miKh  precious  truth  already  extant, exceedingly 
negleded,  cfpecially  becaufc  it  prefents  it  felf  infim- 
plc  and  plain  language,  even  as  the  Scripture,  for  the 
ftnac  reaibn^  is  Weighted,  which  malses  for  the  further 
condemnation  of  thofe.jwho,  byreafonof  theplain- 
nefle,  cannot  but  know  it,  yet  obey  it  not.  And  truly 
I  ricyer  aflPeded  any  elaborate  expieflion,  or  high  lan¬ 
guage,  but  content  my  fielf  with  a  plain  and  low  ftyle, 
condefeending  as  much  as  I  can,  to  the  capacity  of  alb 
Alfo  I  have  learned  by  the  experience  of  fome  o- 
thers,who  haVing  publifhed  their  preient  conceivings,  ^ 
have  lived  to  correct  them,  andwifhed,  but  too  late, 
chat. they  were  recalled.  Dies  diem  decet.  By  which 
means,  they  have  caft  themfelves  into  this  dangerous 
Dilemma  ^  That  either  they  muft  ftiffly  maintain  what 
'  they  had  rafhly  adventured  to  divulge ,  as  commonly 
men  do,  (few  bcing  fo  ingenuous  as  to  write  their  Re- 
cradlations  ^.)  or  els  they  muft  hazzard  their  credits-  . 
mong  too  many,  who  think  it  laudable  to  be  conftant 
(or  rather  obftinatc)  in  defence,  though  of  grofle  er¬ 
rors,  if  they  be  thexx  FrirtcipaHs  ^  aS' they  call  them, 
which  they  have  taken  up  uppntruft^  and  conceive  it 
a  great  diiparagement  unto  themfelves  to  change  their 
opinions,  though  for  the  Truth  it  felf  5  and  think  it  a 
great  folly  to  be  wifer  than  they  were. 

I  know  alfo  how  impatient  many  arc,  that  any  one, 
ihpuld  differ  from  them  in  judgmentin  theleaft,  if  in 
divine  rr)attcrs  5.  though  in  them,  by  reafon  of  their 
hidden  nature, and  ourcorrupi;ion  and  blindncffcjtherc 
be  the  greateft  darkneffe fo  that  men  ought  not  there¬ 
in  too  fuddcnly  to  be  refolded. 

>lotwithftanding  thelc  j  and  .  many  other  rcafons 

which 


which  might  be  named,  I  held  my  fclf  Ingaged,  upon 
occafion  of  this  fubje(5f,to  fpcak  Tomthing  concerning 
that  concealed  truth  of  Gods  governing  the  world  by 
the  inHuence  of  the  Starrs  and  Angells ,  which  I  be¬ 
lieve,  makes  much  for  the  glory  of  God,becpfe  there¬ 
by  his  mighty  power  is  made  known,  both  in  rcftrain- 
ing  the  ordinary  power  of  nature ,  as  he  often  doth  5 
an*^  limiting  the  Devills  power  and  tnalicej  which 
fome  profefling  your  Art,  have  attempted  to  make  ufe 
ofjto  the  deftrutSion  of  Gods  people. 

FltSiere  tjuod  necjiteant  Superos,  Acheronta  mowbmt:  _ 
But  in  vain.  The  great  God  powerfully  protedshis 
people,  as  he  did  from  Ba/daw,  fd  that  there  is  noin- 
chantment  againft  ^acob^  nor  divination  againft  Ifraet, 

Yea  he  imparts  fuch  power ,  efpecially 
to  wife,  faithful!  and  obedient  men,  that  they  arc  able 
to  give  check  to  the  influences  of  Heaven. 

If  any  thing  delivered,  crofle  the  received  Tenents 
of  fome  men,  they  ought  not  much  to  take  offence,  or 
be  impatient,  that  I  or  any  other  man  Ihould  differ  in 
judgenient  from  them,  if  they  remember,  that  the  Na¬ 
tional!  Covenant  binde'ch'all  thofe  Avhd  have  taken  it,- 
to  endeavour  Refwwatiou  in  Doctrine  then  in  23//- 
ch’line  and, Government,  Arid  if  Reformation  muft  be 
made  in  Dodtrine,  it’s  evidently  fuppofed,  that  in  re¬ 
ceived  Tenents  of  Dodbrine,  there  muft  be  fomewhat 
amiffev  bowels  can  there  be  Reformation  made  in 

Poclrine^-  -  ...  . 

And  whereas  Reformation  in  Difcipline  and  Go¬ 
vernment  is  much  preifed,  though  there  be  not  one 
word  of  any  fpeciall  Government  in  the  Covenant , 
ought  not  men  to  be  more  earneft  for  Reformation  in 
Podtrine,  which  is  clTential-l  and  principall ,  than  for 

'  •  pjjcipiine 


i  Difclplliican^d "Government  which  is  accidmall  only 
''apd  loiphed^  And  therefore,  under  the  favour  of  thofe 
’  :whd  think  ocherwife^  there  is  fomenecelTity,  that  all 
diifcrences  in  judgement  (hould  be  made  known,  yea 
'  thotghfome  of  them  be  very  erroneous  3  in  which 
,  there  muft  be^herefieSjfaith  the  Apoftle,  i  Cor, 

•.And  therfore  prove  MI  things  .^and  hold  fajl  that  which 
Is good^i  Tthef*  ^,.2i*7rj  the  Spirits ^  i^ohnt\.i»  For 
how  can  we  prove  all  things,  unlefTe  we  have  fome 
knowledge  of  them  ^  how  can  we  try  the  Spirits,  e^it- 
^'cept  we  know, there  arc  fuch  fuch  Spirits^ 

There  is  yet  another  reafon,  which  truly  in  it  felf,  is 
not  fo  prevalent  with  me,  as  the  importunity  of  fome 
‘  friends  makes  it  3  namely,  the  obloquy  and  reproach 
that  fome  men  have  call  upon  this  Sermon,  and  the 
;  Preacher  of  it.  That  it  had  neither  head  nor  taile.  That 
in  it  I  had  defended  Conjurers  and  ^uglers.  That  /  held 
the  influences  of  the  fiarres  fo  powerfully  that  they  infer  ced 
a  man  to  ftn.  That  I  had  delivered  many  notorious 
'False  Truths.  That  Phrafe  of  implicitc  contra- 
didion  plainly  fpeaks  the  men, of  what  judgement  they 
.  are. 

And  therefore  I  bad  altogether  negleded  their  re¬ 
proaches,  having  endeavoured  now  for  many  years  to 
approve  my  Iclf  a  fervant  of  Chrift  ,  by  honour  and 
diflionour,  by  good  report  and  evill  report.  Howbeit 
underftanding  that  fome  were  hired  to  take  notes ,  by 
one  or  other,  of  whom  I  could  promife  my  ftlf.no 
great  good ,  having  had  experience  of  fuch  indiredl, 
dealing,  leaft  the  truth  it  felf  fliould  fuffer  by  me,  (even 
grandavus  Alethes^  that  old  Truth,  which  I 
endeavoured  to  draw  out  of  the  pit, )  I  choft  rather 
expoft  my  rude  meditations  unto  the  world  in  their 

own 


own  home-fpim  dreffe,  than  fuffer  thenuo  be  prefen- 
ted  nakad  on  the  ftage  (according  to  the  mifapprehen- 
fions  and  evill  intentions  of  fomc)  to  be  hiffed  off ' 
again,  if  I  could  thus  prevent  it. 

Thus  Gentlemen,  I  have  given  you  my  rcafons  both 
of  my  backwardneffc}  and  yet  alfo  of  my  forwardneffe 
to  feive  you.  Excufe,  I  pray  you,  all  defedis,  as  for 
other  reafons ,  fo  by  my  fliort  warning,  a  fortnight 
oncly,  wherein  my  weekly  bufineffc,as  much  as  other  • 
mens,  hath  not  been  omitted ,  though  I  know  the 
guife  of  men,  minuunt  de  labore  ut  addant  mgenie-^  yet 
what  I  fay,yc  know  to  be  true. 

I  bcffech  ye,  heed  well,  what  in  fpeciall  I  fpeak  to  r 
you,  toward  the  end  of  this  difeourfe :  which  the  ra¬ 
ther  I  hope  ye  will  do,  becaufe  ye  made  choice  of  me , 
notonely  as  being  one  of  your  judgement  touching  , 
your  Art,  but  as  one,  of  whom  ye  might  heare  Truth 
impartially  concerning  your  due  pradflfe  of  your  Art,  . 
willing  to  plcafe  all  men,  but  onely  for  their  good  un¬ 
to  edification,  having  no  mans  perfon  in  admiration  * 
for  advantage  fake. 

As  therefore  ye  and  your  Art  are  fervants  unto  the 
God  of  Heaven,  fo  far  forth  I  profeffe  and  fubferibe  i 
my  felf, , 

Sirs  ,  Your  fefvant  in  the  Lord,  , 


A  SERMON 


Preached  learned 

Astrologers. 


M  A  T  TH,  2*  2, 

W'oere  is  He  that  it  borne  King  ef  the  Jems  ?  for  we  have  feene  bis 
Star  in  tbe  Eafty  and  are  come  to  worfhif  him. 


Mong  the  Grecians  they  had  their  common 
Aflemblies  of  their  owne  and  other  Nations 
every  fifth  yeer,  faith  Herodotus  ;  and  at  thofe 
meetings^their  Panegyrical  Orations, whole 
mainefcope  was  iv^riaiisovy  the  profit  and 
wealth  of  Greece.  And  among  nSjmoft  Pro- 
fellions  and  Societies  of  men  have  theii  Con¬ 


ventions  and  AfTemblies  5  and  their  end  commonly  differs  little 
from  that  of  Greece  5  it  is  their  Wealth,  the  advance¬ 

ment  and  increafe  of  Trade.  And  although  there  be  fome  pre¬ 
tence  of  amity  and  love,  yet  all  being  bufied  about  the  fame 
commodity^  wherein  every  one  hath  equall  intereft,if  fome  no¬ 
table  gain,like  a  Bone, be  call  among  them,^^t)v^»  7?>c7ov/  TtuTwr 
covetoufneffe  and  envie  fboh  ravils  all  their  friepdfhip. 

As  for  you,  the  learned  Society  of  Artifts,  with  whom  now 


B 


properly 
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properly  my  bufineue  is^your  anniverfary  meeting  is,  I  hop!?, 
for  more  noble  ends,  jc^he  common  good  and-benefit  of  Man- 
kinde ;  the  nom  ilhing  and  ftrengthning  of  true^mutuall^Chri- 
ftian  love  ;  the  owning  of  the  great  God^  whole  name  is  Love^ 
(i  John  4.  8-  16O  Jn  His  works  of  Nature  and  Government  of 
'  the  World  by  S  T  A  R  s  and  Angels,  negle£^ed  by  almoft 
all' other  men.  And  as  your  Studies  are  about  the  Heavens  and 
heavenly  Bodies,  their  orderly  Motions  and  powerfull  influen¬ 
ces  upon  this  inferiour  World  j  lb  the  end  of  your  coming  to¬ 
gether,  is  to  glorifie  the  God  of  Heavens,  who  made  that  won- 
"derfull  frame,  and  maintaines  that  conftant  order  and  power- 
full  efficacy  of  the  coeleftiall  Bodies,  and  by  them  leads  us  to  the 
knowledge,  contemplation  and  admiration  of  Himfelfc.  Yea, 
whereas  the  time  is  now  come,  and  that  fulfilled,  which  our 
*  Lord  foretold3M4f.24.23.  that  men  ftiould  fay,  Loe  here  is  Chrifty 
or  there.  The  end  of  your  meeting  is  like  that  of  the  Magi^  the 
Wile-men  ;  who  foon  after  our  Lords  birth,came  from  the  Eaft 
-  to  Jernfaleniy  faying,  IFbere  is  He  that  is  borne  King  of  the  Jems  ? 
for  m  bavefeene  his  Star  in  the  and  are  come  to  mr/hip  Him* 

That*s  the  argument  I  (hall  entertaine  your  patience  withall^ 
and  treat  on  at  this  time. 

M4f.2.'?.  •  7i^4«<5e^c.  IVbere  is  He  that  is  borne yC^c,Takt 

the  Text  with  the  words  preceding  5  Noxowben  Jefus  was  borne  in 
Betblebem^&c.  Behold^  there  came  Wife-men  from  the  Eaft  to  Jerufa- 
iemyfajing,  Where  is  Hey  &c. 

All  they  fay,  is  contained  in  thefe  two  Parts  : 

< (nvfMo. ,  a  Qneftion,  Where  is  he  that  is  borne  King  of  the  J^is  I 
C6e/77oAoj<'tf,  aRcafonrendred  of  the  Queftion,  and  that  both 
from  the  impulfive  caulcjand  the  end  why  they  made  their  jour¬ 
ney,  and  moved  this  Qneftion  ;  For  we  have  feeny&c. 

In  the  Q^ueftion  we  have : 

r  TV  J>Jhtuvof  j  ^  datumy  the  fuppofition ;  and  that  they  tooke  . 
,  c  ^granted.  That  the  King  of  the  Jewes  was  borne. 

That  which  they  put  to  the  Q^ieftion  upon  this  fuppolicion, 
Where  is  He  that  is  homey  &c. 

To  the  unfolding  both  of  the  Suppolition  and  Qlieftion, 

thereupon 
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thereupon  5  its  necclTar'y  that  weknow  wao  i-hcit  Qu*’ftio- 
nifts  were.  The  verfe  before  my  Text  tels  us  they  wer^^ 
which  we  turn  Wi(e-men  •  which  word^  becaufeits  very  am 
bigaous,  we  may  know  that  anciently  there  were  two  forts 
ofWTdomes,  and  fo  of  Wife^men.  The  former  Wifedomc 
truely  fo  called,  begins  with  the  feare  of  God,  and  is  the 
knowledge  of  Divine  and  Humaine  things :  Divinc,as  of  the 
Providence  of  God,  his  generall  gowrnmsnt  of  the  World  by 
Siars  and  Angels  5  his  fpeciall  government  of  his  Church  by 

his  Word  and  Spirits  , 

Humaiae,  as  the  knowledge  of  Nature,  and  the  myltenes 
and  wonders  therein  contained,  farre  greater  than  pur  natu: 
Tall  Phylofophy  now  in  ufe  and  reputation  will  reach  unto  , 
alfo  prafticall  Philofophy  in  Morality  and  Civility. 

The  latter  fort  of  Wifdome,  falfely  fo  called,  b.  gins  with 
the  ignorance  of  God,  negl-ft  and  contempt  of  his  Nature, 
Will,  Word,  Wayes  and  Works,  and  is  the  knowledge  of 
Diabolicall  curiofities ,  as  Witchcraft,  Necromancy,  confede¬ 
racy  with  uncleane  Spirits  ;  fubdll  way  of  deceiving 

a  mans'felfe  and  others,  by  the  names  of  God  &  Angels,  when 
the  DeriM  intends  nothing  lefle.  Of  this  kinde  alio  is  that 
fort  of  Jtigling  whereby  the  Fancic  is  corrupted,  and  works 
truely  wrought  beyond  the  power  of  Nature  by  compact  with 
the  Divall. 

The  former  kind  of  Wifdonae  is  called 
Naturall  Magicke,  and  tends  altogether  to  the  honour  of 
God,  apd  to  the  prefervation  of  Man-kinde. 

The  latter  is  called  Magicke  Diabo¬ 

licall,  and  tends  wholly  to  the  diflionour  of  God,  and  to  the 
ruinc  and  deftruftion  of  Mankinde. 

This  is  that  Wifedome  and  Wile-men  fal(e- 

lyfo  called  ;  which  God  lu  Scripture  fo  often  by  his  Pro¬ 
phets  and  Apoftles  inveighes  againft.  Such  were  PbaTaohs 
South-fayers,  of  whom  Saint  Paul  mentions  two,  Janms  and 
Jatnhres  ;  fach  was  Simon  Magits^  luch  was  Elym^  the  Sorcerer, 
and  fundry  the  like- 

Thefe  two  kinds  of  Wifedome  and  Wife-men ,  he  who 

B  2  con- 
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Confounds,  and  takes  for  the  fame,  either  out  of  ignorance:^ 
or  malice,  or  both  (for  fuch  there  are)  he  too  much  wrongs 
and  abafes  the  fervants  of  God^and  too  much  honors  the  vaf- 
fals  of  the  Divell. 

He  who  thinks  1  attribute  too  much  to  the  former  kinde. 
of  Wifdome  and  Wife- men,  let  him  inquire  what  the  Cymno~ 
fopbi^ls  in  Ethiopia  Were, and  the  Brachmanni  in  India  ;  what  the- 
Bahiionian  and  Verfian  M^gi  were,  and  he  will  thinke  I  have 
1:  e  me  too  fparing  in  their  commendation.  Thofe  were  fourc 
Schooles  of  Wife  men  famous  throughout  the  World  f  and, 
of  them  were  thefe  Wife-men,  who  move  the  qneftion  in  my 
Text.  Thofe  Wife-men  of  the  Eaft,  as  they  exceeded  all  the 
World  befide  in  other  wifedome  and  knowledge,  fo  in 
nomie  and  AHrologu  s  whence  they  are  thought  by  fome  to  be 
called  MiJgi  of  Magogs  one  of  ths  feven  Cities  of  note  in  Afta^ 
famous  for  that  Science.  And  therefore  Magog  is  thought  to 
have  the  name  in  the  Ebrew^  becaule  from  the ’Houfe- tops  (fo 
JJl  fignifies)  which  of  old  were  made  plaine  and  flat,  they 
were  wont  to  conteu  plate  and  behold  the  Starres  and  Mo¬ 
tions  of  the  Heavens,  and  thence  to  praife  God  in  his  Works. 
Of  this  ProfclTion,  though  not  of  this  Citie,  were  thofe  Magi. 
in  my  Text.  Such  Wife- men  they  were  as  knew  God,and  the 
invifible  things  of  God,  being  cleeriy  fccne  and  underftood 
from  the  Creation  of  the  World,  by  the  things  chat  are  made; 
as  his  eternall  power  and  God- head.  And  thus  knowing 
God  they  glorified  him  as  God,  Kow.  i.  Su^h  as  were  not  hea¬ 
rers  of  the  Law,  but  doeis  of  it :  fuch  as  having  not  the  Law, 
were  a  Law  unto  themfelves,  (hewing  the  worke  of  the  Law 
written  in  their  hearts.  Bom, 24 14^  15.  Such  as  were  faithful! 
in  little  ;  and  therefore  God  imparted  more  unto  them  ;  ac, 
cording  to  that  generall  and  never  failing  rule,’  Habenti  dabi- 
j«r,Tohim  that  hath,  tbat  it ^  ufeth  what  knowledge,,  grace 
and  ftrength  he  hath,  (hall  mere  be  given*  Yea,  to  fuch  a  Plc- 
rophory  and  full  perfwafion  of  Divine  truth  they  hadattainr 
ed,  that  they  made,  not  any  queliion,  whether  Chrill  were 
borne  the  King  of  the  Jevpes^  or  no,that  they.,tookc  for  granted, 
but  asked,  where  he  was  borne  5  Where  ia  He  that  isMrne^&c* 

Elk 
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,  But  how  came  they  fo  confident  ^  They  Taw  His  Starre  in 
tfie  Eaft  :  thert*5  their  firft  Reafon,  from  the  impulfive  caufe- 
But  is  it  fatisfaftory  >  Forcxplication  of  this  Rcafon^it’s  ne- 
ceffary  we  fatisfie  thefe  Qiieftions. 

I,  How  knew  they  the  King  of  the  Jems  ? 


2*  How  was  this  Starre  His 

How  knew  they  this  Starre  to  be  His  f 

4.  From  what  part  of  the  Eaft  came  they,  where  they  faw 
His  Starre  ? 

I.  How  knew  they  Him  >  Who  was  their  Teacher^Tutor, 
or  Counfellour  ^ 

They  had  two  forts  of  Counfellours  or  Teachers  ;  one  in¬ 
ward,  that  was  God  the  Father;  They  kept  his  Law,  and 
his  Law  was  their  Schoolemafter  unto  Chrift,G^/.3*24. 

2^  *Tis  probable  they  had  outward  Teachers,  Tutours  and 
Counfellours,  both  Prophefie,  who  came  out  of  the 

Eaft, N«w. 2 3. 7. out  of  Cbaldea^^hh  Prophefie  was  wel  known 
there,a  raoft  antient  Prophefie  of  Chrift,  and  the  Starre  in  my 
Text,  Num.  there  (ball  come  a  Starre  out  of  Jacoby  and  a  /ep- 

terfhall  rife  out  of  'jfraelytht  word  is  D2V2y  which  in  the  firft  ac- 
ception  fignifies  a  yong  tender  plant^even  that  which  E[.  1 1 .  i . 
cals  •^VJ,andjer.23.5.e^^  33.15.nay  which  we  turn  a  Branch, 
a  Branch  from  his  root8,&  a  Branch  of  Rightoufneffe,  though 
neither  word  properly  fignifies  a  Branch;  for  a  Branch  growes 
not  up  from  the  root  of  the  tree,  but  a  tender  Plan  t^  a  (uckerj^  . 
a  (hoot,  a  fpringet.  But  for  more  proof,  the  70.  turn  the  word 
DaTD  ct^3paT(^,and  theVulgorLatin,ffom0,even  the  manChrift 
Jefus,  He  (hould  rile  out  of  Ijjaely  md  ver,  19 •  out  oflacob  jhall 
come  be  that  (hall  bnve  dotnitiionyDan^y *  1 This  Prophefie  of  Ba- 
kam  ’cis  probable,  they  knew,  and  the  man  that  ftiould  have 
Dominion,  even  he  that  (hould  be  born  King  of  the  Jexves*^ 
This  was  one  of  their  Tutors  or  Counlellors.  Another  kinde 
of  Counf  Jlors  probably  they  had,  the  Sibjls  ( though  fome 
learned  men  undervalue  their  authority')  &  their  oracles:  And 
the  very  word  Sibylla  fignifies  the  counfell  of  God. 

Ten  of  thefe  were  famous  throughout  the  world  3  all  of  them 

B:  3,  ■  Mags. 
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Mag£  or  Frophetejfes^  and  the  moft  of  them  Prophcficd  moft 
plainly  of  Chriftjas  theCumafia  Sibylla  in  the  time  oitarqmnU 
us  Frifcus^whofe  maine  Prophcfy  was  of  thefe  times. 

Magnus  ah  integro  feclorum  nafcitur  ordo ; 

Jam  redit  &  virgo-,  redeunt  Saturnta  regna^ 

Jam  nova  progenies  coelo  demittitur  alto. 

"S 

But  more  maniefilly  the  Sibylla  Erythraa  to  this  effeft  that  in 
the  laft  days  God  (hould  be  humbled  5  the  Son  of  God  made 
nian>the  Deity  united  to  the  humanity;  and  (hould  be  brought 
forth  and  nourilhed  by  a  Virgin.This  Sihyll  and  her  Prophefies 
Vis  likely  were  well  knowne  in  the  Eftcrn  parts  of  the  world, 
whence  theft  Wife  men  came* 

2.  But  how  was  this  his  Starre  >  not  as  if  the  other  Starres 
were  not  alfo  his,  but  John  the  Baptift  was  his  Angel,  and 
lent  for  this  purpofe  ,  to  give  teftimony  unto  Chrift,  and  to 
prepare  his  way  5  and  having  lb  done,  he  finifhed  his  courfe, 
and  was  taken  away :  fo  this  new  Star  gave  notice  of  the  new 
man  comming  into  the  world, Sc  guided  theWile  men  to  him, 
and  fo  vanilhcd  away,  and  in  that  refpeft  its  faid  to  be  His. 

3.  But  how  knew  theft  wife  men  that  this  was  his  Sarre  > 
there  is  a  tradition  faid  to  be  own'd  by  fome  of  the  Fathers 
^Saint  Cbryfojtom  is  named)  That  in  the  Eaft  in  a  Citty  called 
Sbetb  neer  the  Ocean^  a  fociety  of  men,  12.  in  number.  Students 
in^ftronemyylearning  one  of  Balaams  Prophefie,  that  fueh  a  Star 
was  to  appear ,they  ftt  themfelves  to  obferve  the  heavens,  and 
waite  for  the  appearing  of  it,  and  that  when  any  of  the  Soci¬ 
ety  died,  others  were  choftn  in  their  room  ;  this  number  of 
Students  fo  continued  in  their  obfervation  for  many  ages,  un¬ 
till  at  length  the  Starre  appeared  unto  them. 

Now  that  this  Starre  appeared  not  in  a  corner,  Chalcidius  a 
P/4to«/aPhilofopher  who  lived  at  the  time  when  ourLord  was 
made  manifeft  in  the  fle(h,  he  writing  upon  ?Uto*s  T'imaus^ 
concerning  divers  Starres  and  their  direfull  cifefts,  as  Plagues 
and  Warres,  hath  theft  or  the  like  words ;  There  is,  faith  he, 

a  more 
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a  more  holy  and  Divine  Hiltory,  which  reports^  that^by  the 
appearing  of  a  cercainc  extraordinary  Starre,  not  difeafes  and 
death  was  forcftiown^  bat  the  venerable  defcent  of  God  for 
mans  falvation ;  which  Starre  was  obferved  by  the  Chaldeans^ 
who  worOiipped  God  new  borne  and  become  man^and  offered 
him  gifts.  So  he.  There  remaines  yet  one  Qiieftion  to  be  an- 

Iwered. 

4.  From  what  part  of  the  Eaft  came  they? 

Here  I  finde  a  difference.  Some  fay  from  Ferfia^becmCe  that 
is  hill  Eaft  from  Jerufakm.  And  the  Ferftan  Kings  were  wont 
f  faith  Flato  in  his  Alcibiades')  to  traine  up  their  Sonnes,  who 
(hould  fucceed  them  in  the  Kingdome,  in  Naturall  Magicke. 
But  not  onely  in  Per/ta^  but  alfo  in  other  parts  of  the  Eaft,  and 
in  Egypt,  they  had  their  Magi  h  and  out  of  their  Magi  or  Wife- 
men,  were  cholen  their  Priefts,  and  out  of  their  Priefts  their 
Kings,  as  the  name  of  eyfwj  imports* 

It  feemes  to  me  moft  probable  that  thefe  Wife-men  came 
out  of  Arabia  Felix^  for  the  Chaldeans  and  Arabians  were  much 
given  to  the  ftudy  of  AJlrologie  before  the  Perfians  were,  and 
more  famous  for  it.  Such  Magi  were  Job  and  his  fricnds,faith 
Clemens  Alex,  Job  being  reported  to  be  a  man  perfe6i:  and  up¬ 
right,  fearing  God  and  efehewing  evill,  and  the  greateft  of  all 
the  men  in  the  Eaft,  and  neighbours  they  were  to  the  Sabeans 
and  Chaldeans as  the  Arabians  are. 

Belides,the  Prophefie  is  well  known  Pfalm  72.10.  the  Kings 
oftarfhijb  and  the  j/lesytbe  Kings  of  Sheba  and  Saba  (hall  bring  gifts. 
Where  the  Kings  of  74r/l?i/&,bcing  the  Kings  of  the  North,  the 
Ifles  importing  the  Kings  of  the  Weft,S4^>^  implying  the  Kingl 
of  the  South,  there’s  none  left  for  the  Kings  of  the  Eaft,  but 
Sbeb4  which  is  rendred  Arabia, 

But  the  gifts  which  they  bring,difcover  whence  they  came  5 
it  was  the  cuftom  of  the  Eaft  to  bring  Prefents  to  thofe  whom 
they  acknowledged  their  Kings,  as  might  be  ftiowne  at  large. 
And  picfenrs  we' e  wont  to  be  fuch  as  the  Land  afforded.  Jake 
for  tbeman^faith  Jacoby  of  ibe  bsfi  Fruits  of  the  Land^  inyour  vejfelsy 

and  catty  bim  downe  a  f\efetit^Gen,  43*  1 1.  That  part  of  ^r4^id  fo 

aboun- 


abounded  with  mine*  of  Gold  and  Sil  ver,  and  the  chiefe  of 
Spices^as  appears  Ezecb.  37.22.that  from  thence  it  was  called 
Arabia  FAix.  But  becaufe  other  Coifntries  alCo  might  aff  jrd 
many  of  thefe^yet  in  that  they  brought  Frakincenfejit^s  plain, 
they  came  out  of  Arabia  :  I'buray  prater  Arabiam  nullis  5  no 
Countrie  ycclds  it  but  Arabia^  faith  ?//«>  And  that  fpeciall 
part  of  Arabia^  faith  Virgil Solies  efl  thureavirga  Sahais  ^ 
whence  that  part  of  the  Countrie  is  called  Arabia  [acray.Ar<i-‘ 
bia  the  holy,  bccaufe  it  yeelded  Frankinccnfe  wont  to  be 
burned  in  their  Temples,  vjhtncthy  ArabkiodoreSy  Frankin* 
cenfe  is  nnderftood  in  Pomfenm  L£tHS* 

Laftly,  that  we  may  prove  this,  and  give  light  to  that 
which  hath  been  fpokcn,  thefe  were  the  fucccffors  or  pofterity 
of  the  So  nnes  of  Abraham  by  Ketkray  whom  he  fent  Eaft-ward 
into  the  Eaft  Countrie,  Gen*  25.  6.  And  therefore  Sheba  is 
Joyned  with  Midian  and  Ephab  children  of  Abraham  ,  to  whom 
the  Promifes  were  made  5  who,a8  God  foretold,  would  teach 
his  chiIdren,G^«ey/x  18.  and  it  is  prophefied  by  Efay  60.  6.  of 
thole  or  better  times  ofthe  Golpell;  That  the  Dro  nedaries 
of  Midian  and  Ephaby  all  they  from  Sheba  (hall  come,lhcy  lhall 
bring  Gold  and  Incenfe,and  they  (hall  Qiew  forth  the  Prayfes 
of  the  Lord.  Hitherto  we  have  heard  the  Hiftory  of  the  Text. 

The  Myftery  of  it  belongs  as  weli  to  us  as  to  thofe  Wile- 
men  ;  and  wife  men  indeed  we  lhall  prove  our  felves  to  bc,if 
we  doc  as  they  did. 

The  fame  queftion  belongs  to  us  :  IFhete  U  He  that  is  born 
King  efthe  Jewes  s'  And  the  fame  reafonwc  have  to  move  it. 

the  Q:  eltion,we  have  the  fame  Ji 09 ythc  fame  thing  fup- 
poled  and  granted,and  the  fame  the  fame  thing  put 

to  the  qneltion. 

I.  The  fame or  thing  granted,  that  the  King  of 
the  Jewes  is  born. 

;  Whence  we  may  take  notice  how  farre  nature  holpen  by 
art,  and  tradition,  may  goe.  Ic  cannot  be  denyed,  but  that 
ihtfeMagi  knew :  firft,  that  there  was  a  child  born  :  fccondly, 
that  He  was  a  male  child ;  thirdly,  that  He  was  to  be  a  King  5 

fourthly 


vcjore  the  ^ecfety  o*’  A  s  t  r.  o  l  o  o  6  r  s,  p 

fburthlyj  th^C^articulai  He  wjs  to  be  a  Kbi^  of'  the  /fTfl't’-tj 
why  Art  rtioufd  be  (xcludtd  whojy  fron]  the  co^nii;]r*ct 
NitivitieSa  or  of  and  Statts,  1  cannot  (ee^imce  Prcdi* 
'&ions  according  to  precepts  of  Art^for  mar^y  ages  known  and 
approved^  have  been  found  fo  true.  * 

Indeed  the  objti^  here  and  the  means  alfio  were  extraordi- 
nary,  a  new  Scarre^  yet  was  that  a  naturail  helper  and 
feemsto  tvi£f  thus  it.uch  ^  that  the  wel]  grounded  Scholars 
of  Nature  and  Art,  erpeclally  being  wife,  honeft^  and  vertu*^ 
ous  perfons  j  and  faithfull  according  to  what  they  know.(^as 
probably  thefe  might  know  fomewhat  by  tradition,  as  hath 
been  fticwn)  fuch  may  underftand  many  thing*  out  of  the 
face  of  heaven, when  the  afp^a  is  ordinary  :  For  fo  the  Stars 
are  made  not  onely  for  Seaf  ms,  but  alfo  for  Sknes,G.72.i.i4. 
which  it  they  iignifie  not,  how  are  they  Signes  ?  yet  hence  { 
would  infer  no  more  then  the  Text  will  bear.  Alfo  w^hen  the 
Afpea  is  extraordinary  and  new,  dicb  as  this  Scar  was.  And 
the  reafbn  is  ;  That,  it  being  the  Greacors  end,  that  fijch  his 
extraordinary  creatnres  ihould  portend  and  fignitie  fome 
good  or  evill  to  the  world  ,  that  extraordinary  work  of 
God  Ihould  be  in  vaine,  and  that  end  of  God  which  he  aymes, 
at,  fruftrate,  efpecially  unto  thofe  who  want  His  Word ,  if 
none  among  them  (hould  underhand  what  is  thereby  (ignified 
and  foretold. 

2.  Thelightof  Nature  and  Art  being  further  illuhrated, 
and  holpen by  grace,  may  difeerne  fpirituall  things  out  of 
the  book  of  Nature  5  as  thefe  Magi  did  difeern  from  this 
Star^  by  the  help  of  Gods  gracious  illumination  ;  That  not  4 
an  outward  and  civil! ,  but  a  fpirituall  King,  zM^jpab  ^  and 
Saviour  was  now  born  to  the  Which  the  rather  I  ob^ 
ferve,  and  commend  unto  them  to  think  of,  who  would  ex¬ 
clude  all  the  Heathen  from  falvation,  becaufe  they  have  not 
the  ordinary  means,  the  outward  Preaching  of  the  Word  to 
gvide  them  ;  as  if  the  onely  wife,  and  gracious  God  were  li¬ 
mited,  and  bound  to  inftruft  and  fave  that  way  onely.  Saith 
not  the  Apohleexprefly, that  when  the  Gem/7.«/,  who  have 

^  not 


I  o  A  Sermon^  Preached 

.not  the  Law,  do  by  Nature  the  things  contained  i/?  the 
iheic  having  not  the  Law,  are  a  Law  unto  chenifelves  ?  where 
ftV/f,  Nature  is  not  oppofcd  to  Grace,  but  to  »6^(^ 
the  Law,  and  vrritten  Woid  of  Gx)d«  Not  but  that  we 
ought  txccedingly  to  praiie  our  God  ,  and  highly  to  efteem 
ot  his'ipiciaii  goodntfs  unto  us,  in  ifFording  us  his  written 
word,  iur  which  bleiring  holy  David  in  fpeciall  marine - 
praileth  God  ,  and  exhortech  us  fo  to  do  ,  Pfal.  147,  i  p,  20 
B.itwiihail,  it-becomes  us  alfo  to  acknowltdg  the  riches 
of  h:s  mercy,  even  unto  thofe  who  want  the  outward  word 
anu  miniitry  thereof.  But  that  the  outward  wprd  and  preach** 
iiig  ot  it,  ii  not  the  oncly  outward  meancs  Jeading  to  falva- 
tiuHj  the  A^ofile  teacheth  evidently,  1  Peter  3.  i.  If  anyo^ 
bey  word^tbe\  alfe  may  without  the  Word,^e  won  by  the  co«- 
2/jrjauon  of  the  wives.  So  powerfull  is  life  ,  which  therefore 
jt-etT  is  called  the  light  ofmemjoh.  i. 

Yea,  it  is  undeniable,  that  thele  men  had  attained  unto  a 
greater  meafure  of  knowledg,  touching  Tome  divine  Myftc- 
nes  than  LhcApofiks  thcmfelves,  even  after  the  day  of  Pente- 
cofl.  Thefe  frimitU  Gentium^  the  fir  ft  fruits  of  the  Gentiles^ 
knew  now  thtii  own  calling,  which  St.  Peter  Ad.  10.  34,  35. 
then  began  to  know ,  when  he  had  feen  a  vifion  from  heaven. 
And  St.  Paul  very  highly  e fteems  the  revelation  of  this  my- 
ftery  made  known  unto  him,  Ephef.  3*  2.  p. 

Hitherto  we  have  fccne  how  the  or  thing 

granted  in  the  queftion  concerns  us*  The  ^n}v(^or^  or  thing 
put  to  the  queftion,  as  neerly  concernes  Mi,  alfo.  They 
fay  ,  Where  is  He  that  is  born  the  Kdng  of  ^  whe^e 

we  may  take  notice :  .  . 

1.  Thefe  Magiy  thefe  wife  men  inquiring,  where  Chrift 

was  born,  they  were  not  of  the  V biquii aries  faithy  they  be- 
lived  not  that  Chrifts  body  could  be  every  where  >  for  they, 
ask,  where  is  be>  ^  \ 

2.  Our  God  would  have  the  fame  of  his  Sons  inmnaAm 
fpread  not  onely  at  >Bstblibm  ,  but  at .  Jemfelem  the  mother 
City,  and  all  Judea* 

5«.  At, 
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3.  At  fcTujnkm  they  ask  this  queftiotnOf  wliDm>  wife  men 
propound  q  ieftions  unto  men  tit  and  able  to  an(\ver  them, 
who  were  here  the  inhdb\Cdmsofferu  alem^md  the  wife  Sclear- 
ned  of  them.  Whence  we  may  note,  that  the  wife  in  every 
kinde  are  perfons  meet  to  be  advifed  wkhall,  in  doubts  of 
all  forrs  ^  and  the  fplritual  wife  in  rpii  itiiilldiiHcalck.s»  It  is 
Gods  Ordinance,  l\aiab2.  1.2. 

*  4.  Both  Nature  8c  Arc  may  be  at  a  ftand  in  fpirkual  things, 
cfpecially  concerning  Chrift ;  which,  as  the  Apofik  vvitneffes, 
are  very  myfterious,  Kfhsf,,  3*  4«  1  T/wj*  '^^16* 

5.  When  Nature  and  Arc  are  at  a  lors,they  moft  be  holpen 
by  Grace.  And  therefore  the  Wife  men  hoping  well  of  the 
JevQes^  as  Go^s  peculiar  people,  goe  to  JcruJalm  ^  now  cor¬ 
rupted,  and  c  )nrult  with  them.  Who  yet  give  os  example, 
and  teach  us  to  advife  with  men  holy  and  wile  in  jthe  Lord  ; 
efpccially  to  travell  to  the  City  of  God  ,  the  heavenly  Jeru- 
falem^  and  enter  into  the:  SanSiuary^  Pfal*  27. 4.  and  73,  16,  17. 
and  122.  4. 

6.  When  Gods  Priefts,  Prophets  and  Teachers  are  afleep, 
ftrangers  come  and  awake  them. 

7.  N  iture  and  Art  may  be  good  handmaids  unto  Grace, 
and  do  Jeru'\alem  good  fervice. 

8f  Here  is  the  accomplilhment  of  I>3Co&j  Prophefie,  Ge«.4p. 
TFben  the  Scepter  was  departed  from  Judat)i  and  a  La  vgiver  or  Ruler 
from  between  bis  feet^tben  mufl  Shilo  come^  and  not  till  then  And 
thus  it  was  now  with  Ijrael :  They  had  no  Kmg.  'Herod  was  a 
ftranger ,  an  Edomite  ,  an  earthly  one  *,  And  cherefore  the 
Star  (hewed  as  well  as  the  Prophelie,  that  their  fpirkual 
Jiab  was  come, 

p.  When  God  takes  away  the  outward  honor ,  power, 
Kingdom  and  dignity  from  hti  people,  it  is  becaufe  He 
would  beftow  an  inward  and  fpirituall  in  the  roome  of  jc. 
They  had  now  no  outward  Prince  of  their  own  5  now  there¬ 
fore  the  Lord  makes  known  unto  them  the  Prince, 

the  true  King  of  the  fems^  th^'  King  of  IfraeL 

10.  Nature  and  Art  though  illuftrated  by  grace  in  fomc 

C  2  meafurc. 
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m  arMrc,  may  yet  be  at  a  lofs^  as  thtfr  Magi  were^  co’.icen  rig  : 
ihe  piVee  of  Chriih  Nativity  and  prefent  abode. 

II  Many  knoWj  that  Chrilt  is  f  mewhere  born,  but 
where  an  i  among  what  people,  they  know  nor. 

12.  The  ignorance  of  foincthing,  as  where  C  hrift  is  - 
born  ,  rnutt  not  difeourage  us  or  make  us  (lothfull ,  but  (lie  , 
u?  up'  the  rather  to  inquire. 

And  let  us  ,  I  befeech  you,  make  yet  a  more  ftri<^  and  ' 
narrow  fearch  ^  where,  VVhere  (lull  we  fii.de  Him  that  is > 
born  King  of  the  It  extreme  neerly  concernes  us  all.- 

For,  ben'by  we  kyiow  the  Spirit  of  Cod:  Every  Spirit  that 
conftjfeth  that  lefus  Chrift  is  iome  in  the  fl^(h  ^  is  of  God  :  • 
And  every  Spirit  that  confejjeth' not  that  Jejus  Cbrif}  is  come  in 
the  fie(by  is  not  of  Gcd  ;  hut  this  is  the  Spirit  of  Aniichnfi , 
iJoh*  4-  2?  3.  Andkriowye  not  that  Chrid  is  inyou^ixeeptye^ 
he  reprobates  t  2  Cor*  13*  5*  But  if  Chrift  be  in  you  ,  the  body  if 
dead^  heempe  of  fin  ,  and  the  Spirit  is  life  bccaujc  of  righteoufnejsy  . 
Rum.  8. 

Now,  if  Chrift  be  born  ih  u$  ,  He  is  borne  in  us  at  Icaft  as 
a  child.  And  what  is  moil  nrStable  in  a  child  .<?  ds  not  inno— 
cc*^cy,  fimpllcity,  and^humiliry  t  If  therefore  Chrift  be  a 
childe  born  in  us ,  where  is  his. innocency  ?  If  uncleanneft,. 
fornication,  adultery,  or  adulterous  thoughts  be  in  us ,  in¬ 
nocency- is  not  in  us,  we  are  then  become  mtdhe  members  of  Chrift^. 
but  of  an  Harlot^  and  he  who  touebeth  her  fi^adnot  he  /«woceKr,Prov. 
6.  25?.  If  covetoufneis  be  borne  in  us  y  Chrifts  inmeemie  is  - 
notin  us,  be  that  mak^tb  >  bafi  to  he  rich  ^  fhall  not  be  innocent^ 
Prov„  28.20V 

If  rebellion  or  (edition  be  born  in  us  ,  Barah has  .rmy  be 
born  in  us,  Chrifts  innoccncy  is  not  born  in  us.,  CaDaniel 
Kafoned,  6i  22. 

‘  2.  If  Chrift  as  a  child' be  borne  in  us,  ,  where  is  hisfimpli- 
cicy  i  If  fubtiky  ,  deceit  ,  and  fraud  goe  not  out  of  our 
flr^ets,  if  we  circumvent,  and<  go  btyond  our  brother  in 
bargaining  ,  fa  far  .we  are  for  having  Chrifts  fimplicity 
bqr.R  in  us,,  that.wt  know  not  the  Father  who  is  the  avenger 
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of  allTuch  5  I  7bejf.  4,  5,  6.  the  Ferfent  bath  hegniled  t4s 

and  corrupted  our  mindcs  from  jmpUcity  that  is  in  Chnfi^- 

2  Cor.  1 1.  3. 

Thirdly,  if  Chrift  be  a  childe'born  iti  us,  where  is  his  hu- 
milicy?  If  our  heart  be  lifted  up  ia  us  ,  if  we  be  proud  of 
wealth  ,  or  honor,  or  knowledg  or  v^hat  evei*^!ft; ,  where 
is  Chrifts  humility  t  Therefore  the  blelTed  Virgin  when  (be 
magnifies  the  Lord  fur  Chfifi:  b^rn  kr  her.  He  hath  regard^ 
faichlhe,  the  lotoline  's  of  his  handf4}deny  Luke  i;  If  neither" 
the  innocency ,  nor  (implicicy  //  nor  humility  of  the  Child' 
Chtift  be  born  in  us,  how.  is  Cljlrift  born  in  us  (b  much  as  a 
child  > 

True  it  is,  thefe  arc  but  weak,  where  Chrift  is  new  born»  ^ 

But  let  them  confider  this  3  who  think  they  ought  alwayes 
to  be  fo  weak  ,  and  place  their  ftrength  and  power  of  Re¬ 
ligion  in  complaining  of  their  weaknels.*  Doth  the  child 
continue  alwayes  a  child .?  or  doth  hre  grow  up  to  greater^  age  x 
andfirength>  Ep/;.4.  145!^- 

Let  them  alfo  confider  this  I  who  although  they  want^ 
the  innocency,  fimpltcity,  and  humility  of  the  Child  Chrift,’ 
yet  prefume  thtmfelves  able  and  well  grown  Chriftians, 
yea,  fiich  are  grown  up  to  the  Old  age  of  Chrift-  Why  ? 
becaufe  they  finde  the  flefh  rebeR  againft  the  Spirit ,  and  the>^ 
Spirit  againft  the  flefti ;  whkh  they  take  for  a  figne  of  a  per- 
fe6k  regenerate  man.  He  who  thus  judgeth  of  hknfelf ,  as  I 
fear  too  many  do  ,  let  him  know ,  that  he  is  but  yet  a- 
childe,  a  little  child,  if  fo  much  in' Chriftianity.  And  for 
proof  of  thrs,compare,  I  Belecch  yee  (j^/.4.ip*  witbr^p.  5.  17. 

But  though  Chrift  be  born  as  a  Child  ,  yet  is  He  then 
King.  Is  the  child  Chrift  born  a  King  in  thee  >  Where  Chrift  ^ 
is  born  a  King,  there  He  muft  reign,  Ifaiah  9.  6,  Vnto  us  a 
Child  is  boyn^  &c.  md  the  Government  is  upon  bis  fboulder  ,  &.c.  ^ 
Dbes  this  King  reign,  bear  rule ,  and  govern  thee  and  me  >' 
Where  He  reignes”,  thewilde  paffiOns,  tftebrutifti  and  favage-: 
affe^ionsi  as  hatred,  variance,  emulation,  wrath,  llrife, 
Bfc..  they  are  tamed  and*  brought  into  fubjt&JOininder  tlie> 

G  5  Child^' 
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Child  that  is  born  a  Kirg ,  Ifchh  ii.  6,  In  the  daycsof 
Chriftj  (  fo  it  is  in  the  ChaUiy  Paraphraft  )  lie  Wtlfe  jhcll 
dv^'eU  will)  the  Lamby  and  the  L>^opard  (ImU  lye  down  wit!)  the  KiJ^ 
and  the  Calf  and  the  young  Liori^  and  the  failing  together y  and  a  little 
Child  iliall  lead  and  govern  thew^  Proverb.  20.  8. 

And  thei;cfore  Chrift  is  called  the  King  of  the  lewcs. 
What  is  that  to'  us  ?  The  true  lewes  are  they  W/ho  pralfe  and 
glorifie  their  God  ,  Genefts  29*  35.  He  is  not  a  lew  ^  who  is 
one  outwardly,  neither  is  that  Circumcifion  ,  which  is  out¬ 
ward  in  the  flelh ,  but  he  is  a  lew  who  is  one  inwardly,  and 
Circumcifion  is  that  of  the  heart  and  Spirit,  and  not  in 
the  Letter,  wbofe  praife  is  not  of  tnerij  but  of  Cody  Kom,  2.  28,  29. 

'  or fiich  lewesy  JePis  is  the  King. 

Ye  perceive  (  Beloved)  how  nccriy  the  Wife  mens  Qiieftion 
concerns  us.  So  do  their  Reafons. 

^  Firft,  they  faw  His  Star.  Whence  we  may  : 

Firft,  obferve  the  method  ©f  our  God  ,  in  bringing  men 
unto  Chrift :  He  takes  men  at  their  work.  The  Shepherds 
yvere  feeding  of  their  flocks  by  night ,  and  the  Angel  of  the 
l,ord  brought  them  the  firft  glad  tidings  of  Chrift  coming 
in  the  flefti,  Luk^  2.  The  Apoftles  were  at  their  trade  a 
fiftiing,  and  Chrift  called  them.  Thefe  Wife  men  were  behol¬ 
ding  the  Stars,  and  giving  glory  unto  God  ,  and  God,  by  a 
Scar  leads  them  unto  Chrift. 

Secondly,  take  notice  of  Gods  gracious  condefeent  unto 
Mankinde  :  He  takes  men  by  their  workc  and  by  their  pro^ 
feflion,  Pp/.yS.  70.  He  cbofe  jOavid  hk  ferv&ntyand  tooke  bimfrm 
the  Sheepfoldsy  from  following  the  Ewes  great  witbyong  5  He  brought 
Him  to  feed  (or  to, rule)  Jacob  bkFcopley  and  Ijrael  bk  inheritance* 
He  tooke  the  Apoftles  being  Fiftier-men,and  made  them  Fi(h- 
ers  ofmcnjLwl^^e  5.  10.  Thui  Vhnyftus  the  Jreopagite^^as  firft 
brought  on  his  way  tpward  Chrift,  the  Sonne  of  righ'teouf- 
rtefle,  by  the  beholding  that  fupernaturall  Eclipfe  of  the  Sun 
at  the  Paflion  of  Chrift  5  as  He  brought  thefe  Aftronomers 
by  a  Scarre.  And  this  I  take  to  be  one  principal!  re«fon,  why 
Chrift  himfclfe,  his  Kingdome,  his  Word,  the  Minifters  of  it, 

and. 


and  all  mtanes  of  S.^Wation  a  e  reprefented  unto  us  by  lo 
many  M^itaphors  j  God  gracioufly  condefcending  to  erne 
'home  nneo  u?,  to  take  us  ar  oar  trade's,  at  our  callings^  at  our 
feverall  prottlfionSj  and  all^  to  bring  us,  as  He  brought  the 
Wife  m  n  here  by  a  Star  unto  Ghriih 

Thirdly,  God  cals  not  men  per  [ah urn ^  nor  all  at  once, 
and  extempore  ^  but  by  degrees.  The  Shf^pheards  had  an  An- 
gell  to  preach  the  Gofprl  unto  them,  the  iaimediate  outward 
meanes  of  falvation :  thefe  Wif^-nien  had  a  Starre ;  ameanes 
alfo,  but  more  remote.  The  Shepheards  lived  in  the  Church, 
were  well  prepared  ;  the  Wife- men  were  ftrangers  to  it ;  yet 
utraque  lingua  de  coolo  erat  &  (iell^  &  ^ngelorum^  as  one  of  the 
Ancients  fpeakes,  God  taught  from  heaven  both  by  Starre 
and  Angels. 

Fourthly,  thefe  had  a  Starre,  and  but  a  Starre  5  and  they 
(me  to  mrJbipHim.^  That’s  the  fecond  reafon  of  thife  Wife- 
men.  O  the  floathfulneffe  of  moft  men  in  thefe  dayes  !  we 
have  not  onely  the  booke*  of  Nature  open  to  us,  as  thefe 
Wife* men  had,  but  the  Grace  of  God  alfo  hath  appeared, 
and  the  Gofpell,  and  glad  tidings  of  Chrift  hath  been  preach¬ 
ed  unto  us  now  all  our  dayes;  yet  how  few,  alas,  how  few 
obey  the  Gofpell  of  Chrift  I  God  gives  us  his  Word,  and 
great  is  the  company  of  thofe  wha  publifh  it ;  and  a  great 
dcalc  of  Preaching  we  have,  and  a  great  deale  of  hearing  , 
and  a  greatdealeof  talking  5  yet  how  few,  alas,  how  few 
come  unto  Chrift,  thefe  Wift-men  'chd,  ko,  whom  God 
gave  neither  Preacher  nor  Word..  Onely  it  is  probable,  a 
tnadkion  they  had,  and  but  probably  5  they  mention  it  not , 
onely  they  (aw  a  Starre,  and  came  along  journey  to  worfhip 


Chrift.  ..  V  ,  , 

Beloved  I  1  blame  not  now  our  want  of  diligence  in  com- 
m^’co  Church, ^or  in  feeking  Chr^  anyother  way  abroad, 
ind  without  us.  Thefe  things  we  may  do  ,  and  good  means 
they  are  in  their  kiade  and  degree  ;  yet  may  we  ufe  them 
all,  and  that  diligently,  and  yet  ’tis  poffibk  we  may  not 
come  unto  Chrift.  Mark,!  pray,  what  our  Saviour  faith 
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tvO  the.  *».  395  4*^*  jearcb  tb^  Scr/ftures (Co  fhe 

/Greekc\vord'^fivpt%h  rather  Ifidicativcly  thcfi  ImparativcJy 
'there  to  be  underftood^  as  the  Text  tvill  appeare  to  any  Judi¬ 
cious  man^who  ihall  well  confider  it ;  )  lee  fearch^fakb  he^  the 
Seriptures^  for  in  themyee  thinke  to  have  eternal/ life and  they  are 
they  which  teftifie  of  me  ;  andyee  will  not  come  unto  me^  that  yee  might 
"have  life.  To  come  unto  Him,  istobeleeve  on  Him,  him  6, 
-35*  to conforme  themfelvcs  unto  his  death,  that  as  Chriit 
Tives,they  might  Jive  alfo*  To^  if  afaithfull  Jay- 

ingy  if  we  dye  with  we  fijall  live  with  Him^  2  Timothy  2. 
'I  f,  12.  even  that  life  of  Gsd  from  which  we  are  eftrangedy  EpheC 
,4.  Thus  the  JtTpe;  tame  not  unto  Chrift,  nor,  I  fcare,  many 
>of  us.  ^ 

The(e  Wife*  men  came  untoChrift  by  the  guidance  of  a 
.Starre,  and  their  eximple  may  juftly  blame  the  unwiie,  who 
aferibe  their  not  comming  unto  Chrili^,  to  fatall  nccellity  or 
influences  of  the  Stars  :  As  TertuUian  reports  of  ignorant  men, 

.  Deonerant  j'eipfof^&  maU  mentis  impgtM  velfato  velAfiris  imputant: 
They  excufe  themfelves  and  lay  the  blame  of  their  evill  minds 
vUpon  fatall  neceffity,  or  upon  the  Starres. 

As  for  fatall  necc(Iity,Iet  them  anfwer  &  fatisfie  thefe  com- 
ipIaints,*who  are  ignorant  of  Gods  Governmant,of  the  world 
by  Starres  andAngels;and  therefore  of  all  other  men,mott  op- 
pofe  Afifologie.  Thefe  are  they  who  i  aigne  a  compendious  and 
peremptory  decree  of  God,  without  confidcration  of  finne 
<voluntarily  committed,  to  fave  a  few,  and  damn  all  the  world 
if  fide.  Let  thcfcjif  they  ^can,  fatisfie  thole  who  complain  of 
fate  and  deftiny. 

1  fhall  rather  endeavour  to  fatisfie  their  cavil],  who  lay  the 
blame  of  their  n^S:  comming  unto  Chri^,  upon  the  Starres 
,and  theirj.nfluenccs  5  yea, and  upon  Aftrologicall  judgemcnce 
,cf their  effefts.  ^  ' 

True  it  is, Aftrologie '  is  that  Art  or  Science^  which  enables 
.and  teaches  men  to  Judge  and  foretell  natural!  effefts,  and 
^changes  to  come, in  the  Elements  arid  Elementary  bodies,  by 
^their  motions, configurations,  and  influences  of  the  Signes, 

Starres 
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•  3t4rr«  and  Planet* }  yet  neither  are  the  influeaces,  much  lefle 

the  judgements  and  prediaions  of  their  effifts,  the  canfc^-oF 

linne,  or  any  hinderances  why  we  may  not  come  «nto  Gh  rit, 
as  thefe  wife  men  did. 

It  cannot  be  denycdjbut  influences  there  tre  of  the 
v:nly  bodies  benigne,  and  comfortable  to  the  infciiour  crea¬ 
tures,  as  thofe  of  the  Fldadef,  Job.  38.  3 1.  Thoji  of  the  Sm  and 
Moon,  Vem.  33.  13..  Tea,  of  the  tfbole  Heaven,  ffef.2.2  i.lhere  are 
inflmnceSj^^ruQive  unto  wicked  men,  Judg.  y,  20.  The  Sf  arret  in 
their  courfet  fiMgbt  againfi  SiCen.  And  all  thele  influences  are 
conveyed  unto  this  lower  world  afted  by  then.  Whence  the 
CabaniljCiy,thitthereUCrater[uferior,  an  heavenly  VefliU, 
which  empties  it  felfe  in  eraterem  inferierem  into  the  lower 
Veflell,  even  all  the  elementary  world,  which  receives  what 
is  emptlM  from  heaven  unto  it  $  that  Omnet  ret  inferioret  repre* 
JentJiivafuntfi^eriorum, tbit,  as  every  herb  hath  k’s  viflble  lig- 
nature,  whreh  difeovers  it  ufefull  for  one  or  other  part  of  the 
body }  fo  hath  every  one  an  influence  from  it’s  pro^  Starre, 
and  Aagell  governing  it  5  yea,  Omnet  ret  animata  habet  d  calo 
fteltam  adfe  infiuentem  5  yea,  that  there  is  nalther  heA,  nor 
plant  nor  Hone, nor  mineraIl,Hor  mau,nor  bead  which  receive 
not  the  influences  from  the  Starres. 

Nowthough  there  be  fuch  powerfiill  influences,  yet  doe 
not  shefe  hinder  our  comming  untoChrift.  For  howfoevec 
by  our  fall,  according  to  the  firft  .^d»M,  our  nature  is  depra¬ 
ved, and  that  primative  SymmetrySt  harmony  betweenheaven* 
arid  earth,  dinblved  and  loft,  whence  the  creature  is  fubieft 
to  vanity,  yet  as  werecover  our  felvesout  of  the  fall  thresh 
the  powCT-of  faiA  in  the  fecond all  thole  deftru^ve 

and  noxious  influences  loofe  their  power  upon  us.  Meantime 

th^  cannot  truly  be  laid  to  be  the  caufe  of  fians  unto  us. 

For  neither  nor  Moon^  nor  other  Pl^ntc^  nor  Scarresj 
nor  ConftellationSjnor  Angels  ading  them,  can  do  any  thin  a 
in  this  Elemenuiy  world,  otberwife  Aen  a  Lute,  or  other 
MuficaHinftrumentuanbefaid  tomake  harmony  of  it  felfe 
alone,  without  the  touch  of  the  skilfull  Lutanift.  And  fuch 
inftruments  affo  are  all  the^,  whole  barmonicall  motions 

whoilf 
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wholly  depend  on  him ;  who  doth  according  to  h!s  willyboA 
in  ti  e  army  qF  Heayen,  and  th«  inhabitants  of  the  Earth,^ 
Van^  4f  3  5  •  So  that  if  we  blamt  the  Surres,  we  nsuft  lay  the 
cha  ■  gt  higher,  as  either  upon  God  himfclfe,  or  upon  the 
gels  His  immediate  inftruments,  who  by  the  Stars..  Wee 
cannot  ;uftly  lay  the  blame  on  God  :  For  let  no  man  fay, 
when  he  is  teraptedj  I  am  tempted  ofGod,'&c.  Jam*  1*13%  No, 
fy  nothehath  oanfedtHsto  erre^  EccleS*  15.  I2.  For  he  bath  no 
medofthefinfiiUman,  So  contrary  is  this  to  their  aflertion, 
that  God  in  great  wifedorae  contrived  a  way  to  bring  finne 
into  the  world,  that  hereby  he  might  glorific  his  juftice.  Jih  ' 
m  fmus  tamjatui  adalatores  Dei  5  faith  St.  Hmomy  Gods  juftice 
ba’rf  no  need  of our  Des^Nor  carf  oar  fin  be  imputed  to  the  An¬ 
gel^  whofe  property  it  is  to  doe  his  Cormnadementy  and  harken  to  the 
voyceofhislF'srdy  Plal.  103.  20.  21.  When  men  ate  driven 
from  thefe  vaine  refuges,  they  corarnonly  lay  the  blame  upon 
theDevill.  ThcDevill,  theyifay  ought  thwn  a  fpight.  True 
it  iSj  the.Pfince  of  the  Aire  rul^  in  the  Sonnes  of  difobedi- 
ence,  but  the  Sonnes  of  difobcdience  firft  ycild  up  the  rule  of 
thcrafcivei  to  the  Prince  of  the  Aire.  The  Devill  rules  in  themj 
but  firft  lull  rules  in  their  members.  The  Devill  takes  them^ 
captive  at  his  will,  but  firft  they  yeild  themlelves  captive  of 
tharowne  will.  And  therefore  our  Saviour,  who  attributes 
nhe  Infts  of  wicked  men  unto  the  Devill  5  He  attributes  wichall 
the  lufts  of  the  Devill  unto  wicked  men,  when  they  freely  and 
willingly  commit  them.  Yc  arc,  faith  He,  of  your  Father »the 
Deyili,  and  the  lufts  of ‘your  Father  ye  mllAot*  The  words  in 
our  Eriglifh  are  obfeure  r  The  Greek  Words  are,  ’ 
\vn^v^iAfr\s  TMTpof  '3'6AgT»  cro/itr. * » The  lufts  of  your 
Father  yc  vptUy  ye  have  a  luft  to  doc,  44.  So  true  is  tha  t 

of  St.  Aufiin ;  FAfo  de  natter  a  jua  aut  jidlarnm  influxit  cmquerm^ 
tftr  mortalesy^qmd peccatum  adeo  f  volmtarmm  qmd-fi  non  vo- 

luatarzumynim  eflpeccatHfn*  The  ApofWe  rei'em  all  to  the  true 
Oti^maJl,  Rom  .<^.19.  Te  havtyeildedyom  members  fervants  to 
[Hncleannejje  and  to  inlqmtie.  ’ 

•i  Yeajjiiftly  we  may  lay  all  the  blame  of  the  Starres  maligj^ 
aant  influence  upon  pttr  felves;  and  our  owne  perverfe  wUh 
...  '  ■  We 
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Weourfeivesfurnifh  the  AUrologerSi  the  Chiromantes,  and 
PhyriognOttiers  w^th  matter  of  prognolVjcadon  and  predi^^i- 
on.  For  although  the  Stars  incline,  and  be  apt  to  raile  vicious 
paifions,  and  afFe6iions,  in  one  (adne0e  and  melancholique 
thoughts^  in  another  wrathjin  another  wranton love, which  the 
Aftrologcr  well  knowes,  in  the  nature  of  thofe  influences,  we 
readily  yeild  unto  thole  influences, though  there  be  in  us  the 
power  of  God  through  faith  to  lay  thofe  turbulent  Spirits,  8c 
break  their  force  and  vigor.  And  by  this  cowardly  yeilding, 
we  make  the  Aftrologcr  fpeake  truth,  who  otherwife,  by  our 
refifting  the  temptation  and  luggeftion  unto  finre,  would  eafi. 
ly  be  deceived.  &)  true  is  thdit^—^fapiens  daminahitur  afirts* 
A  vtUe  mad  over- rules  the  infltitnces  of  the  Stars. 

And  this  truely  to  me  is  an  argument,  that  the  prefent  ge¬ 
neration  of  men,  in  this  Land  is,  and  hath  beene  cxtreamly 
bruthh,  corrupt  and  fenfuall  ^  and  withall,  that  the  principles 
of  Alfrologic  are  firmeand  good,in  that  their  prcdi6donsand 
progndlications  touching  this  pr^lent^^e,  have  proved  fo 
true,  which  never  could  have  come  to  pafle ;  had  niien  ai^ed 
according  to  the  principle  of  chriflian  faith  and  right  reafon^ 
and  not  femndum  id  bruti^  according  to  thdjr  bnicifh  and 
corrupt  nature  in  them.  .  .  ^ 

To  conclude  a]l,(ulier,  I  befeech  yc  the  word  of  exhortation, 
yca,c(pecially  whoprofeffe  yourfelvcs  followers  of  tbefetmgi, 
thefe  wife  men  in  the  Text :  Do  ye  as  they  did;Be  ye' guided  by 
the  Stan  unto  Jefus  Chrift,  feck  yec  him  who  mads  the  feven 
Sta^85andC/r^(7«,>^lw/,5.SiAnd  as  it  is  a  lawfuU>yca,and  hono¬ 
rable  fcience, which  ye  profefle,  fo  ufe  it  lawfully,i^e  it  so  chs 
honour  ofGod  ,and  the  good  of  mankinds^  ^ 

All  lawcB prelcribe  bounds  and  limits,  ultra  quos^eitraqi^  nt^ 
c/);5t^erered?«m.  JLawesof  God,  and  Lawes  of  men  to  ape 
us  within  due  bounds  9  and  we  ought  to  be  Tub je£t  to  every 
Ordinance  of  man  for  the  Lord  fake,  Tranfgrefle  not  .  there¬ 
fore  the  due  bounds  of  your  Art>'by  any  undue  pra6bGe  of  ii. 
make  not  the  planets  and  conif ellations  the  Immediate  necef* 
fary  caufes  of  humane  actions.  Search  not  too  farre  Into  parti¬ 
cular  a6is  of  men,  wi^i  their  events  Make  no  undue  ufe  of 
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yoar  Arc  to  felf  interefts^  to  G0?ctoufnefrc,  pride  or  vaine  g{®* 
ry.  Give  not  fourth  your  prediftion&'as.oraeIcs,\fhich  po^? 
libly,  ye  know,  may  prove  untrue.  The  higheft  God  can,  and 
doth  often  crofle  t  he  courfc  of  nature^  yea,  and  oftendmcs  he 
produceth  that,  which  could  not  be  foretold  by  ^  the  cbfervaT 
don  of  the  Stars  Efay^  47.  1 1, 1 2,  1 3, 

Dcfire  not  converge,  nor  conference  with  the  Gmii,  The 
crill  Angels  are  ready  to  transforme  themlHvcs  into  Angek 
of  light,  and  obtrude  thcmfelve*  as  helpers,  that  in  the  end 
they  may  deceive  aud  deftroy^  If  thus  or  any  dike  way,  ye  go 
beyond  your  bounds,  ye  will  give  offence  to  the  weake  adver-j 
faries of  Aftrologie  3  who,  .though  ignorant,  of  your  Art^ 
yet  many  of  them,  I  doubt  not,  are  good  meaning  men*^  Yea, 
yc-willgivc  advantage  to  the  common  enemy  of  mankind. 
That  evill  Spirici  who  ha’s  his  name  from  fetching  and 
from  knowing,  he  having  beguild  our  .parents 
with  that  {jpecious  jpromlfe,  which  he  never  could  '  perform, 
That  they  mould  oe  -as  Gods  knowing  good  and  evilJ,  he 
purfues  their  pofterity,  in  whom  he  findes  the  like  defir  c,  when 
they  doe  not  (p^mlv  dr but  will  be  prying 
into  events  beyond  the. Sphere  of,  naturall  influences;  and 
becaufe  cretaiuly  to  foretell  cotitingcnc  good  or  evill,  is  the 
property  of  God  himMkyEfa.  41.  23,  Here,  here  erpeeially 
he  will  be  like  unto  God,  and  to  falisfie  your  curiofitie,  will 
pretend  skill  toforetell  things  purely  ^tingen t.  Nuno^  ffeci^ 
mm  Ipechary  tunc  cert  amen  fitis  me  mut  eJ/J  oportet^  hoT\i 

^  malt  cHjHslibet,  Here  no  doubt  ye  walke  in  themidft  of  fnar  cs, 
and  upon  the  battlements  of  the  hcnife,as  the  wife  man  fpeaks. 
Some  falling  by  the  ill  praftice  of  your  lawfblL  Art,  have 
become  of  and  of  wife  men,  .Wizards*  But! 

yea  1  know  better  things  of  fome  of  you,  and  have 
good  gronnd  to  hope  the  like  of  all ,  I  underiland,  that  of  StH-- 
'd;^/,whiGh  he  fpCAKcsof  the  Ma^i  of  old  in  Ferfiay  is  true 
e^ye  -alls  That  ye  arc  xati  9/Ao0io/,lovcrs  of  wile- 

dojnw,  and  lovers  of  God.  And  that  the  noble  fcience  of  Aftro^ 
logic,  by  you>i8  now  to  be  reftored  unto  it*$  antient  luftre  and 
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Liftly^  be  wcall  exhoaed  to  follow  the  ^agt,  the  wif® 
men  in  theTcxt>  to  feek  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  the  King  of 
the  Jews  >  and  if  we  follow  thelc  wile  men  in  the  TcxCj  they 
no  doubt  will  lead  us  to  him» 

i  (hall  ufc  no  other  method  then  they  did  ;  We  muft  heed 
the  Law>thatisour  Schoolmafter  unto  Chrifti  no  mm 
comes  tohimy  except  the  Father  drarvs  him^  Joh.  •  6*  And  heed  the 
propeticall  word,  which  as  a  llglit  (bines  in  a  darke  pUce  un- 
tillthe  day  da  wn,-and  the»day  bar  (  or  the  5un^  as  it  is  in  the 
Syriac  )  arife  in  our  hearts.  For  this  purpofe  we  muft  make 
aieofefaeleaft  helps  that  God  hath  given  us  :  ufe  our  fenfes 
andoiir  underitandings  to  the  fearchbg  lof  himoi^  in  the 
creature.  The]  heavens  declare  his  glory,  and  the  firmament 
(hew  his  handy  worke®  Brafentemqm  refers  quMihet  berba'detwn* 
Whenwe  feek  him  thus^  with  ail  our  heart,  God  the  Fatherrc- 
veales , the  .like  Starre  unto  us,  that ^  he  did  unto  thefewili 
men,  even  the  illumination  of  faith  ?  fo  ,Sf.  Anfelm  ^  Kha* 
hanus  and  others  uaderftand  this  Scar  :F or  faith  is  the  evidence 
of  things,  n  it  feen^  Heb;  1 1 . 1'.  By  the  guidance  of  this  faith,  this 
Star,  we  muft  leaveour  Country,  as  the  wife  men  did.  And  as 
thdr  andoHf  FMher-  ^v^hhmdtdyGm.  12,  Who  folkmdthis 
Starre^  faith  the  ^f9file)^eh.  ii^  8.  Byfaith^  Ahrabam^  when" 
he  was  called, to  go  out  into  a  placi,^  which  he  (hould  after-? 
ward  receive  for  an  inWdtance, :  obey’d,  ’and  went  out  not 
knowing  whither  he  went.  Out  of  ©ur  felves  wee  muft  goc, 
whither  foever  we  goc,  *  otherwile  there’s  no  coraming  unto 
Chrift.  And  malk^  we  mufiinthjejleps  of  that:  faith  of  otor  Father 
Abraham,  4a  12,  The  covetous  man  muft  forfake  his 
covetouCnelTe,  that’s  Ws  Country  5  the  unclean  p^rfor^his  la  * 
fGhioufneffe  and  uncleanneire,  that  his  Country,  he  lives  in  it? 
the  Drunkard,  angry,  envious,  contentious  perfons  muft  de¬ 
part  out  of  their  drunkennelTe  their  wrath,  their  envlc,  their 
-ftrife  j  they  are  their  Countries  wherein  they  lire; 

But  we  muft  not  follow  thefe  wife  men  top,  clofc  5  They 
went  up  to  Jerufalem,  out  of  their  humane  ludgcmept^  and 
good  hopes  they  had  of  the  jewes.  They  thought  it,  was  nioft 
likcly,they  (hould  find  thcKing  of  the  Jcwci.fc  the  royal  City  i 
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that  they  fliould.leame  where  hee  was  of  the  learned 
4^cribcs  |::  Biflt  humamm  flagit antes  confilitm ,  divti^m  amifere 
ducatum^  faith  St.  Bernard*  while  they  fought  the  counfell  of 
men,  they  loft  the  guidance  of  God,  Thus  did  Samuel  5  but  it 
was  while  he  was  but  a  childe^  God  called  him,  and  he 
came  to  E/i  the  doting  Prieft.  'But  when  God  revealed  bis  Son 
in  me  faith  Si,  1  conferred  not  with  fief?  and  blood*  Gal.  i* 

Nor  niuft  we.  Not  but  that  there  are  learned  iferibes,  and  they' 
taught  unto  the  Kingdome  of  God ,  ^  du- 

all,  there  arc  good  and  bad  together. 

The  Scribes  tell  the  wile  men,  that  the  King  of  the 
jewes  is  borne  in  Bethlehem^  the  Houfe  of  Bread.  Very  fitly  was 
the  Bread  of  life,  born  in  the  houfe  of  Bread,  whear  the 
Bread  of  life  is  br<kcn.  Doe  we  thus  leek  him  ?  or  feek  we  him 
rather  for  our  own  advantage,  as  fome  fought  him  for  the 
loaves,  Mn  6*  This  is  to  feek  Chrift  in  Bethlehem^  the  houfe 
ef  bread,  not  in  Bethlehem  hda,  but  in  Bethlehem  In  the  tribe 
of  Zabulon^  Idjh.  ip*  15.  that  is,  they  ftek  Him  for  the  loaves 
in  their  idwn  habitation  ;  thats  Zabulonv  as  the  Scribes  who 
told  the  Wife  men  that  Chrift  ftiould  be  bom  in  Bethlehem^ 
yet  they  themfclves  went  not  out  of  their  own  Town  to  feek 
Him#Tiius  without  doubt  the  greateft  part  of  men  feekChrift; 
they  will  not  go  out  of'  themfelves  td  finde  hire ;  they  would 
have  Him  come  to  them  in  iheir  fins  ,  in  their  Countrey; 
they  will  not  go  ’to  Him.  This  is  the  reafon  of  fo  much 
fighing  and  and  groaning  ,  wherein  many  men  place  a  great 
part  of  their  religion;  they  would  finde  Chrift,  "and  not 
depart  from  thtir  covetoufnefle  their  envie,  their  pride,  their 
hatred^  Sic.  .their  own  Countries  :  it  is  impoftible.While  we 
are  yet  in  our  own  Countiy,tki6kread  n  hiddenManna.Thetem 
fore  Bethlehem  fignifies  alfo  the  houfe  of  War,  implying  thus 
much  unto  us ,  that  we  cannot  feed  of  the  bread  of  life, 
unlefs  we  ftrive  or  fight  for  it ;  Labour  for  that  meat  that  endures 
unto  the  everlafiing  life*  ^The  Inhabitants  of  the  Ifland  E4/wrer 
cave  not  their  chUdren  meat  •  unlefs  by  flinging  they  firft 
nruckii  down  from  Ibme  high  place,  where  it  waslo^ed. 
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Ha  who  wiMhoHabour,  flhaU'ntSV^t  the  bread  of  life.  To 
theie  the  Lord  promifeth  reftcflintent  out  of  the  true  Bsih 
lebem.  TV  him  that  ovtrcomth^  thtveh  Bttblehmy  the  houfe 
ofWar,  to  him  IwO  give  to  eat  of  the  bidden  Manna  yth^reh 
Bethlehem  y  thr  houfe  of  bread,  Keveh  2»  17. 

But  B^rWdrfcewj. was  the  place  where  Chrifl:  \i^as  born  In  the 
flefb^  •  Chrift  in  chefe  laft  d^ycsls  to  be  born  in  the  Spirit  , 
when  Chri ft  was  born  inthe  fl.fti5’  He  was  bounded  within 
a  certain  place :  The  Wile  men  muft  take  a  long  joun  ejF  to 
come  and  feek  Him.  When  he  is  born  in  the  Spirit ,  Fc  :s 
not  bounded  to  this  or  that  place,  Matthew  2  25*  27. 

not  here  or  there,  for  the  lighningy'&c.  The  winds  or.  Slirit 
^hlowf  where  it  lifts  ,  John  3..S.  But  if  Chrift  be  fo  born,how, 
and  where  (hall  we  finde  Him  2  PFifdom  fbe  is  eaftly  feen  of  tkofe 
that  love  her  y  and  found  of  thofe'that  feeJ^hefy&c.  Wifdom  S* 
12,13,14.  Yea,  there  will  be  no  need  of  cUriouS  fearchin^*, 
‘Ithey  who  are  born  of  the  S^rit ,  He  feeks  them  ,*  X'  > 
24.  ’  Yea.  whS  he  is  thss  bbits according  to  the  Spirit ,  His 
.pre fence  will  be  fo  illuftrioiis ,  he  will  need  no  farther  de  • 
nibhftration.  Tficy  in  whom  He  is  fo  born,  (hall  finde  hi  * 
birth  in  themlelves  yea  others  alfo  (hall  acknowledge  it  in 

them.  Efay[,6r,.9.  ^  ^  r  .  ,  , 

'  thrifts  firft  comming  in  the  nefti  was  honoured  and 
declared  byanew  Star^aiid  would  not  our  goodGod  vouchfafe, 
to  honour  Chrifts  Iccond  comming  and  tfiat  more  gloTioufly 
in  the  fpirit^  with  a  ftar  alfo  T  ‘  \ 

Eioubclefle  (  beI6vtd’3  ^nr  gdodtord  hath  not  been  ,v/  ‘  n“ 
ting  unto  us  her^n^  though  herein  i  fear,  ^^e  have  been  and 
are  extremely  waiiting  to  our  felv^s.  .  . 

la  the  year  of  ourLord.  1 572.  There  appeared  in  CaJJlofeUy 
.  a  ftar  of  the  greateitmagnituc!e;>  and  fop  greater  ^  of 
that  conftcliadbn.fc  w,as  obftrv^  by  di^  rrioft  Tkilfull  and 
famoiiS  Aftronomers  of.that  time,  to  bold  the 'fome  Afp'e^^ 
in  all  places  of  Chriftendomf,  to  run  the  fame .  courfe, .  tfo 
^eepe  the  fame  proportion  ,  '^iftance  and  fim'adon^evei^r 

where,and  in  every  point, with  the  fixed  Stars^bytheTpacejTdy 

fbhie‘iof  i5.Moneths,  others  of  two  whole  yeares^  Peuccrus 
in  his  Chronologic,  an  eye  witneffe  of  it,  as  many  thoufands 
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more  were,  he  writes  thus  ofit :  fulget  fuh  Cali9fei£ 

novum  fidus  cujus  fimile  nuUa  vidit^USy  enm  magnitudine^quanttm 
advifumfleBasomnes  tarn  eruntes  quam  fixas  fufereu  M^xetimmo^ 
bile  in  eo  cceli  loco  quod primum  effulfit  et  k  nobis  con^p^um  c/?.Many 
of  that  time  delivered  their  opinions  of  it,  what  it  might 
portend,  Beza  wrote  r^fes  on  it;  it  was  held  l:w  all,  and,^al- 
led  by  Tyebohrabe^  fteBamirabiliSi  a.  wondeduUStar.  And  well 
might  it  be  fo  called,  for  that  wonderfuJl  Star  pointed  at  the 
great  wonder  in  Heaven,  .KeveU  12,1.  Cbrifi  born  the  fecond 
time  in  tbeje  lafl  dayes  according  to  the  Sfirit.  theimman  the  Church 
clothed  with  the  /«»,  Mai,  2m -With  thrift  tbe  jun  of  reyjoteouftneffej 
the  Moon  the  changeable  world  under  her  feet.  Thus  fonie 
of  the  Antients  underftood  Jericho  which  hath  the  name  from 
the  Moon,  a  kind  of  Luneburg,  the  City  of  the  Moon,  the 
changeable  world.  That  was  troden  under  the  feet  of  lofuab 
and  the  Church  with  him,  the  fprituall  and  true  Jojbuah  the 
LordJefuSi  He  hath  the  fame  name  and  he  clothes 

the  woman  the  Church,  who, through  Him  treads  the  muta^ 
.ble  world  the  fjpirituall  Jericho  under  her  feet. 

At  this  wonderfull  birth  in  thefe  laft  dayes,  that  glorious  and 
wonderfull  Star  pointed  ,  and  yet  points  all  truly  wife  men. 
Not  like  that  other  Star,  which  doubtlels  was  not  higher 
than  the  lower  Region  of  theaire:  OLherwift  how  could  it 
befaidco  goc  before  them,  as  that  Numhm  24.  17. 
incefttf  it  mnt  and ftood  over  the  place  where  the  Child  Matth. 

2.9.  But  this  wondefull  Star  fhone  over  all  Chriftendome, 
over  the  whole  Spoufe  af  Chrift  ,  of  whom  Chrift  is  born 
the  fecond  time. 

YM,befidcs  this  wonder  in  Heaven,  and  this  wonderfull 
Star  dlrefting  to  it,  in  the  fame  years  JS72.  and  73,  4,  5.&C. 
brake  forth  the  inoh  glorioos  and  wonderfull  light  of  fpiri- 
tuall  and  heavenly  Dodrine  ;  fie  everlafting  Goftel ,  which  had 
an  Angel  for  tfe  Preacher  of  it^jfying  in  the  tnidft  uf  Heaven^  Revel. 

14  6,7.  And  this  glorious  light  of  the  everlafting  Gof^I 
again  breaks  forth  in  thefe  laft  dayes ;  though  the  Dogs  cx« 
ueamlybarkaeie.  But  we  muft  be  content  ^  If  wrathfulai^  , 

eBvlo^ 


bejore  we  iiociety  ofK  strologer.?.  25 

envious  D  jgs  barke  at  the  Moon  the  lefler  light,  no  raarveii 
though  they  bark  at  the  Sun  the  greater  lightjand  the  woman 
clothed  wiih  it.  But  the  time  fliall  cow?e  which  ye  read  in  Jo- 
fiua^  i(X,2i>  That  none  (I}ali  move  their  tongue  at  the  Cbildrat  of 
IfraeL 


Now  as  the  Lord  called  the  Heaven  to  witnefle  the  Spiri¬ 
tual!  birch  of  Chrift ;  and  an  Angel!  flying  in  the  mid  ft  of 
Heaven  to  give  teltimonyto  theeverlafting  Gofpcil :  So  in 
theyeer  i  57  $.  when  the  light  of  it  brake  forth  into  thii* 
Ifland,  the  Lordcalled  alfo  the  earrii  to  witueflethe  fame 
truth.  Miftcr  Camden  in  his  Britannia  tels  us,  in  the  De« 
fcription  of  Herefordfhire^  that  Pro  pe  c^vfluentes  [tugi  & 

CoUis  quern  Mardey»hill  vocanty  anne  falu.is  1  575.  quafi  jomnif 
folutitf  confurrexit  &  triduum  fein  immanqfmam  molm  Profeiletu 
horrenao  reboans  mugitu^  &  obvia  quxque  p^Siernens  in  fugerimm 
locum,  magna  cum  admit atione  fe  fromovit,  ec  terra  motus gencre^ul 
judico,  quod  Phyfici  Brafmatiam  vecant. 

Matter  Sjfeed,  in  his  Defcription  of  the  fame  County,  gives. 
us  the  Hiftory  more  fully  5  onely  thetf  is  in  hiDi  a  miftake  o" 
of  the  yeere,  unlcffe  it  were  onely  the  Printers  fault,  as  f. 
belceve. 

in  the  Eatt  of  this  Shire,  rowfed  it  (elfe  out  of 
a  dead  fleepe,  with  a  roaring  noyfe  removed  from  the  place 
where  it  ttood,  ^nd  for  three  dayes  together  travelled  from 
the  firft  fite,  to  the  great  amazement  and  feare  of  the  behol¬ 
ders.  It  began  to  journey  upon  the  feventh  day  of  Febr.  being 
Saturday;  at  fix  a  clocke  at  night,  and  by  feven  the  next  mor¬ 
ning,  had  gone  forty  paces,  carrying  with  itSheepcin  their 
hedg^-  rpwes  and  trees,  whereof  feme  were  over-turn- 
and  fom?  that  ttood  upon  the  Plaine,are  firmely  growing 
upon  the  Hill,  tho/e  that  were  Eatt,  ivere  turned  Wett,  and 
thofcin  the  Weft;  were  fet  in  the  Eatt.  In  which  remove,  it 
overthrew  Kiinnafhn  Chappell,  and  turned  two  High-wayes 
neere  one  hundred  yards  from  their  ufuall  Pathes  formerly 
trod  I  Th®  travelling  pepre  about  fix  and  twen¬ 

ty.  Acres,  which  opening  it  (elfe  with  Rocks  and  all  bare  the 
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earth  before  it  for  foiire  hundred  yards  fptce  without  any 
May,  leaving  that  which  was  Pafturagej  in  the  place  of  Til¬ 
lage,  and  the  Tillage  over-fpread  with  Pafturage.  Laftly, 
overwhelming  her  lower  parts^mounted  to  an  Hill  of  twelve 
fathoms  high,  and  there  refted  her  felfe  after  three  dayes  tra¬ 
vel!,  remaining  His  marke  that  fo  laid  His  hand  upon  this 
rockc)  whofe  power  hatfe  poyfed  the  Hill  in  His  ballance,  lob 
28.9.  Ejd>46»i2.  '  "  i 

This,  although  we  naay  referre  unto  its  fecond  caufes^  as 
Matter  Camden  doth  5  yet  if  we  confidcr  the  great  raanifefta'^ 
tion  of  that  Divine  light,  by  the  publittiing  of  the  everlaft-* 
ing  Gofpell  that  very  yecre  unto  this  Nation^,  we  cannot  bat 
apply  that  of  the  Pjalmifl  i  Whm  aykd  jee,  ye^M^untaines  that 
yee  shipped  Uh  Rams^  andyee  little»Hils  like  yong  Sbeepe)  Trembk 
thm  Earth  at  the  prefence  of  the  Lord^  at  the  prefence  $f  the  God  ofla^ 
coby  P/al.  1 14. 

Xhe  Lord  then  made  manifeft  His  prefence  by  the  moving, 
of  the  Earth  ;  and  this  is  not  uncouth  :  For  thus  when  the 
Lord  is  faid  to  have  bowed  the  Heavens  9  and  come  down^ 
the  foundations  of  the  Hills  were  fbaken^  TfaU  18.  7,8,9.  And 
Pfal,  68.  Wherein  fome  of  the  Fathers  tell  us  ,  decant ari  My^ 
fieria  utriufqneT'efiamenti  ^  that  the  Mytteries  of  both  Tefta- 
ments  are  reported  ,  and  chanted  out  by  the  fweet  finger  of  Ifraely^ 
verfe  7.  8l  This  came  to  pafs  in  the  Letter  g^ive 

his  Law,  Exod*  19.  and  26*  Hoc  ideoy  ut  cum  Wa  qu£  legis  luof^. 
geffit  5  in  bis  quocjue  ea  qu£  Evangeliorum  funt  pr^form^jfo  fcireiur*  . 
This  the  Lord  did  ,  that  in  delivering  the  Law,  He  might 
be  known  to  prefigure  thofe  thli^s  which  belong  unto-the 
Giffpel.  H//4fl,So  that  the  Lord  therein  teftified  of  another 
trembling,  another  moving  of  the  £arth  when  the 
fhould  be  revealed  ,  ~  which  accordingly  came  to  pafs  whei>^ 
the  Wile  "men  in.  my  Teke  came  to  lerufalem  ^  and  in 
quired,  where  is  He  that  Es^horn  King  of  thelewesf  When  He- 
rod  the  king  beard  tb^efe ‘things  ^^be  was  troubled  and  dll  lerufalem 
wOhhim,  Matthew,  2. 2. 5.'  Herod  in  Idumean  ^  in  Edom 
mite ,  a  figure  of  the  ear&Iy  man,  'that  muft  needs  1^  moved, , 
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and  troubled  at  the  prefence  of  the  heavenly.  For  the  EJo- 
mite^  the  earthly  man  beares  rule  in  us,  and  is  a  King  in  us, 
Herod  tht  Edomite  wz$  I  and  the  Image  of  the  earthly  we 
bear,  untill  the  Image  of  the  heavenly  appears.  And  there¬ 
fore  as  we  have  borne  the  Image  ef  C  both  natural!  and 
corrupt)  earthly^  j'o  we  (hall  bear  the  Image  of  the  beivenly^  i  Cor* 
15.  49.  No  marvell  then  if  the  earth  be  moved  at  the  pre- 
fcnce  of  the  Lord,  that  the  earthly  man  tremble,  when  he 
hears  the  ne^es  that  he  muft  part  with  his  Dominion  ,  and 
Soveraignty  in  us ,  according  to  the  decree  of  God,  7he  el¬ 
der  (hall  jerve  theyeUnm^  Gen.  25.  This  is  no  Gofpel,  no  glad 
tydings  unto  himf  This  cannot  come  to  pafs  without  a  great 
deal  of  ftrugling ,  not  oncly  that  within  us ,  in  our  hearts 
like  that  in  the  womb  of  Rebecca^  but  alfo  without  us  in  the 
world.  The  ftrong  marils  not  eafily  bound  ,  nor  by  any 
other  than  the  ftrortger^iie,  Luke  1  u  Herod  that  Mountain  of 
glory  or  honor,  as  his  name  fignifies ,  muft  needs  tremble  and 
be  moved,  when  he  hears  newes  of  one  who  turnes  the  Earth 
upfidedown,  Ifaiah  24.  i.  -^nd  brings  into  contempt  all  the  hono¬ 
rable  of  the  Earth,  Ifaiah  23.  9.  It  was  true  what  the  Accu** 
fersof  our  Lord  gavc*in  againftHim,  though  not  in  their 
(cafe,  Luke  23.  2.  that  He  did  70  vulg,  Latf 

fubvertere  Gentem  turn  the  Nation  upfide  down.  And  as  true 
was  that,  though  he  meaning  otfaerwife,  whereof  the  2eloti- 
call  jewes  accufed  Paul  and  Silas,  ACts  17.6.  faying,  they 
were  01  riv  cH\fiJt.iynv  dYATctra^^AVTi^,  tha^  they  had  turned 
the  world  upfide  downc ;  for  fo  no  doubt  where  ever  the 
Preaching  of  the  Gofpell  takes  effe^f  ,  fo  that  Chrift  as 
King  comes  to  reigne.  He  turns  the  world  upfide  downe,what 
was  above  before.  He  then  brings  uhder  to  h 

vtott  th^t  which  is  high  in  men  (  evin  the  tumour 

of  their  proud  and  lofty  thoughts)  it  is  abominable  in  the 
fight  of  God.  I  14.  He  puts  down'e  the  mighty  from  their 
[eats  i  and  exalts  the  lowly  and  meek^  Luk^  i.  52.  Efay  2‘y.  2. 
12.  and  24.5.^.  And  thh  though  a  great  change  to  both ,  yet 
both  (  and  well  they  may  )  rejoyce  and  glory  ia  it.  lam,  1.9. 

E  2  Yea, 


iS  ^  Semotiy  Preached  h  .  , . 

Yea^-what  the  Lord  did  at  the  giving  of  the  Law,  prefigu* 
red  what  (hould  be  done  at  the  publifhing  of  the  everlafting 
univeri*all  Gofpell.  And  therefore  when  the  Preacher  of  it, 
Keveli^*6,  had  publiftied  it,  prefently  comes  forth  another 
AngelL  faying,  Babylon  itfalleny  U  fallen^  &c.  even  that  three¬ 
fold  Babely  out  of  which  the  three  Frogs  proceed,cven  the  fpi-  - 
Tits  of  Divels,  which  now  a  long  time  have  gone  forth  unto 
the  Kings  of  the  earth  and  of  the  whole  worId,to  gather  them 
to  the  battle  of  the  great  day  of  God  Almighty,  Revel,  1 6. 1 3  y. 

X  4.  And  then  the  greateft  changes  muft  be  made.  For  He  who* 
went  before  conquering,  went  to  conquer,  vnavtytt  viKincn  Rev* 
6.2.  For  in  this  moft  holy  eftate,  when  tranlgreffion  is  to  be 
finifcedjaDd  an  end  made  of  linne,  and  reconciliation  for  ini- 
quitk  and  the  everlafting  righteoufoefTe  brought  in,  and  the 
moft  holy  annoin ted  the  Lord  does  not  then  fpeakc  on  earthy 
as  eW*2.  3.  but  from  heaven  E^>r.  12.25,  Then  not  onely  the 
earth  Is  to  be  moved  but  alfo  hcaven,E^r.i2,26.not  onely ^the 
iinfuli  earthly  thoughts,  minds  and  affe^fions  of  the  corrupt 
^4ii47«5ilor  onely  the  fpiritual  wickedncffe  in  heavenly  things,, 
but  airo  fiiofc  things,  which  in  comparifon  of  legall  admini- 
Orations,  w^eLaccountcd  heavenly,  even  they  in  regard  of 
the  new  heaven  and  the  new  earth  that  now  appcares,  even 
they  mufl  be  ftiaken,  as  already  they  are  in  forae  meafure :  of 
thiscfiate  the  Apoftle  fj^aks,  2 Cor.  5.16,17. 

But  if  the  firft  Starre  defigned  and  pointed  at  the  very  Ci-s 
ty,  and  Houfe  where  Chrift  was  borne  according  to  the  flefti  j 
and  this  wonderfull  Starre  point  to  none  5  Chfifts  comming 
in  the  flcfti,  in  that  refpc^,  will  be  more  glorions  than  His 
camming  in  theSpiisf,  and  fo  tiie  latter  Houfe  (hall  not 
be  more  glorions  than  the  former,  which  yet  hath  a  Promife 

that  it  {hall  be,  2. p.  ,  .  V.  -  . 

Know  we  therefore,  that  this  wonderfull  Star  directs  un¬ 
to  7nv  aytm  Kctl  rrirvoA/v  tav  Rever 

latiom  20.  9.  It  pp5nts.toEet/;/ekw,  ^s  the  other  did,  Luk^  2* 
4.  the  City  of  Vavid^  that  is,  •?rQAl(,  ^ftyei7rvfA^9A  fhe  Belqvcd  Ci- 
;  y  beloved  of  God  ,,  wher.e  the  Lord  proniiftd  the*  bleffing,> 

'  ■'  T(al. 


neighbour,  and  J’  is  fet  on  an  Hill,M^t.  5.’  4- 

when  the  pM hath  whereby  was  figured  alfo  the 

the  giving  ‘he  before  ;  he 

changes  at  the  giving  of  ,  ?  r.|g  ^ot  like  that  Mat.  5. 

tels  us  of  the  gracious  raiw,  Preached  drops  on 

upon  the  evill  and  -  Coirir  which  the  world  can- 

°od.  i«- 

not  receive,  faith  our  houle,z;er. 

KgtaS™^ 

*h  whiA  Tr  over  tnrnes  all  meer  cererno- 

become  laft,and  the  lait  nr  _  the  beaten  great  rodes, 

niall  known  finners^and  that  kinde  of 

"“'fiSin  an  JSled  kinde  of  ftrianeffe,  i^  regard  of  fome 

Cddy  elerciles  ;  which  negka  ^  ‘he  true  narrow,  way  of 

Stffication  which  leads  nntd  the  sverlafting  hf^  A  id  as 

dweU  in  it 

SeSd!;es^jfa;^ 

Er 


»w  V  r  ' 


SeimoitPredcye^ 


houfe  (hall  be  eft^Wiftied  in  the  top  of  the  Mountains,  and  be 
exalted  above  the  hils,  and  that  (hall  not  be  (haken  but  re¬ 
main,  Hei.  12.  ay. 

He  that  bath  ears  to  bear^  let  him  hear* 

But  alas may  many  a  ppor  foul  fay;  I  have  vidoue  in¬ 
clinations;  and  the  Scars  have  their  deftruSivc  influences  on 
me  :  And  how  (hall  I  follow  this  wonderfull  new  Star  into 
this  glorious  City  >  Let  us  therefore  know,  that  as  there 
are  mfluencesirom  the  Stars,  which  move  and  inj:Une  us  un¬ 
to  evill,  byreafonof  our  depraved  nature,  fo  are  there  allb 
influences  of  grace  and  truth,  which  proceed  from  the  Spn 
of  righteoufnefs^  with  which  the  woman  is  clothed ,  who 
hath  put  on  Chrift  ,  md  from  the  bright  morning  Star  y  lohn  i, 
Keve!,^22.  '■ 

-  Thcfe  influence^  4re  received  by  a  living  and  powerfull 
faith,  which  hath  ehe  vertines  not  bnely  of  fome  one  Star, 
or  forac  one  Aftcrifrac,  or  Coniiellation,  but  even  of  all  the 
Stars,  all  the  Conftellations  of  the  heavens.  And  therefore 
the  Church  moves  and  (hints  like  the  ftarry  heaven  ,  which 
the  Apoftle  delights  to  fee  ,  CoJ*  2.  5.  I  am  with  you  in  Sf  irit^ 
joying  and  beholding  jav  'va^iv  ^  koj 
the  orderly  Motion,  firmamentumfdci^Vulg.Lat:  the  Fir¬ 
mament  oj  yourFaith,  by  this  Word  the  LXX  tqrn.p'ipi 
Cen*i*  7.  (TTefiwfjtfiL.  By  the  power  of  this  Faith,  this  firmament 
of  Faith;  all th< temptations  of  the  Devill  and  his  Angels 
are  extinft,  and  fruftrate,  -t,  Pet,  5.9.  JVhom  rejtfi  fledfafi  in  the 
Faithy  Jam.  4.  7,  Refijl  him^  and  be  wili  fiye  from  you*  %  vertiic 
of  this  Faith ,  we  quench  all  the  fiery  darts  of  the  Devill. 
By  vertue  of  this  Faith,  all  the  influences  inclining  to  evill, 
may  not  onely  be  fruftrate  of  their  efFedf,  but  alfo  turned,  to 
good.  Haft  thou  received  an  imprelfion  of  fadnefs  ?  fee  it  on 
the  right  objc£l:,  thy  fin  ;  and  remember ,  Fdef^ed  are  they  that 
mourn^  &e.  Art  thou  moved  by  another  Influence  to  covet, 
and  heap  up  wealth?  hay  up  thy  treafure  in  Heaven^  &c*  Doth 
another  Influence  incline  thee  to  wanton  love  >  Advance  it  to 
the  love  of  thy  God,  thy  neighbour  ,  and  thine  enemy  •  Art 

thou 


thou  yet  by  another  Influence  inclinfcd  to  wrath  t  Be  angry 
and/mnot,Epbef.  ^,26.  Thati*,  fobe  angry  with  thy  felf, 
that  thou  raiayft  not  fin.  ^  .  rt  « 

If  fuch  FbiUdelfbim  we  ftall  be  ,  li  fuch  Citizens  of  the  Be¬ 
loved  City?  the  City  of  frov.  3.  20.  By  walking  after y 
and  with  the [e  fVifemenw  alfo  P) all  be  wife  •y  and  as  they  found 
the  Lord  JefuSj  fo  (hall  we  finde  Him  alfo ,  John  14.  21.  We 
ftiall  become  true  truly  Wife. men ;  And  we  Ihall  become 

Guides  to^others,  and  win  their  foules  unto  the  Lord  Jefus^ 
and  fo  become  more  wife,  frov,  ii.  13.  And  (hine  as  the 
Firmament :  yea,  M^e  pad  become  StarSy  and  pine  as  lights  in  the 
worlds  Dan.  1 2. 3.  they  who  are  wife  pad  pine  as  the  brightnefs  of 
the  Firmament  9  and  they  who  turn  many  into  Kigbteoufnefs  as  the 
Stars  for  ever  and  ever* 
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